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When we are passionate
about something, it
is amazing how much
focus we bring to the
task. Like athletes

who train to compete
at their very best, so
you have been training
at CESNA to give your
very best for the King
and His kingdom.

AREB/L/HE LEPEREFER—AAHE

D ear Graduates:

Having passion is absolutely essential in ministry. Passion energizes what we do. It is the fire
that burns inside us. It turns the impossible into possible. At times it compels us to undertake un-
reasonable things, like go to unfamiliar places with the gospel, get personally involved in the lives
of hurting sinners,and push others around us toward God even at the cost of our own comfort. God
created you to live a passionate life and to serve Him and His people with vitality. With vibrancy.
With energy. With enthusiasm. He wants you to have a holy passion in your life.

In possibly his very last letter written before his death, the Apostle Paul encouraged Timothy
to re-ignite his passion for ministry by fanning into flame the gift of God (2 Timothy 1:6). Paul
exhorts the young pastor to keep feeding the fire of God’s gift in him by having the courage to
speaking openly about Christ without shame and to be ready to pay the price of suffering for the
gospel (v. 8). When we are passionate about something, it is amazing how much focus we bring to
the task. Like athletes who train to compete at their very best, so you have been training at CESNA
to give your very best for the King and His kingdom.

The Lord’s call to ministry is a sacred vocation, a lifelong responsibility. Regrettably we
are living in a time when many men and women are “beginning well” in the ministry but not many
are “finishing well” So many of the Lord’s servants and maidservants begin their work with a gen-
uine call from God and a deep commitment to serve Him. Their faith is sincere and their love for
God is sacrificial. Like you, their heartfelt desire is to give themselves for Christ and His kingdom.
Unfortunately, the pressures, the pain, the disappointments and the failures along the way can lead
to flameout, burnout and dropout altogether.

Just how does a servant of the Lord finish well? It takes more than a passionate heart;
and even the excellent training and preparation you have received at CESNA will not be enough to
empower you to finish well in ministry and in life. It is relationship with the living God that really
matters. Ray Ortlund, a well-known, seasoned pastor, commented on this topic in a recent podcast:
“If you and your ministry consist only of doctrinal correctness and brilliant communication and
organizational savvy—all of which matter—but if that’s all you cultivate and develop and lay hold
of, it will hollow you out” But if you will fix your attention on walking with God and endeavoring to
live in the reality of the gospel every day, then whatever else happens or does not happen in your
ministry, you will make a lasting contribution to the works of His kingdom.

For Paul it was the fullness of Christ that enabled him to finish well. He believed it was
the grace of God that allowed him to fulfill the works that God had ordained for him from the foun-
dation of the world; and by God's power he was able to fulfill the ministry that God had entrusted
to him (2 Timothy 1:9). Living a life that flows out of the fullness of Christ will keep you and me
walking steadily and gloriously in the works that our Father has planned for us.

Recent studies on pastoral longevity in the ministry have all confirmed the need for
character formation in the Lord’s workers. In early stages of our ministry development however, we
tend to take on a skill-based identity. This identity based on performance is often further reinforced
by the people and churches around us. Many congregations hold high expectations for their pas-
tors and leaders to be proficient in teaching, preaching and leadership. In general, churches want
pastors and leaders who do things well. And there is nothing wrong with that aspiration. In my
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own experience, competency in ministry skills can only sustain a Christian leader so far. Invariably
all leaders will encounter setbacks and failures in their ministry and dealing with people.And if our
success in ministry is solely defined by how well we do, is it any wonder why relatively few vocational
workers are finishing well?

Those who are called of God should give priority to the development of their charac-
ter. Sadly, character development in the formation of Christian leaders, though important, is often
overlooked. Few churches value spiritual qualities like humility, holiness and servanthood in their
leaders. Spiritual formation is the process of being conformed to the image of Christ for the glory of
God and for the sake of others (2 Corinthians 3:17-18).As leaders faithfully tend to their relationship
with God through the disciplines, by the grace of God their lives conform more to Christ’s likeness.
Congregations are not oblivious to this need. They also hope to have pastors and leaders who can
both model and teach Christian graces like humility, self-sacrifice, biblical servanthood, mercy, etc.

The focus of spiritual formation is the Holy Spirit, who guides the ongoing journey. We must
be attentive and receptive to the Spirit’s formative work in us. Our required response is one of sub-
mission and obedience. Notice that it is by the power of the Holy Spirit that Paul charges Timothy
with the responsibility to ‘guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you” (2 Timothy 1:14). A
literal translation of this statement could read, ‘guard the faith” Paul compares the gospel to a rich
treasure to be guarded.And that is our ministry,too—to be preachers and teachers of the Word of God.
American evangelist Dwight L. Moody once said to a young person: “This Book will keep you from
sin—or sin will keep you from this Book” While the power is not in the Book but in the Holy Spirit, the
treasure of God’s Word is worth guarding.

Finally,you and | are able to finish well because it is not dependent on our capabilities or even
faithfulness. Rather, it is on God’s faithfulness. What had allowed Paul to be unashamed and unafraid
in proclaiming the gospel? He said “.. for | know whom | have believed, and | am convinced that He
is able to guard until that day what has been entrusted to me” (2 Timothy 1:12). Paul’s confidence
was founded on the experiential reality of Jesus Himself. Therefore, the apostle was assured that God
Almighty will keep him (and all of us who faithfully preach His gospel) in His care to the very end.
Likewise, courage and freedom will ensue in the pursuit of our ministry when we engage the Living
God in relationship daily.

Dear Brothers and Sisters, as you have faithfully finished your preparation at CESNA and are
about to embark on a lifelong journey of serving our God, | pray that He will give you much passion
and commitment to fulfill His sacred call. May He daily supply you with the faith, hope and love that
will allow you to fight the good fight, finish the race and keep the faith, to the glory of God!
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he class | started in CESNA was the gospel of John couple years ago. Oddly enough, in order
Tfor me to graduate this year, | have to fulfill one of the core requirements that is the books of

gospel. | began my life as a seminary student with the ‘good news” and finish one chapter of
my life with even more ‘good news”. Like it or not, we have to study quite a bit being a physician,
however, | always said that it is tougher to be a seminary student than a medical student. It is eas-
ier to be a full time student than a part-time student with a full time job, husband, father, Sunday
school teacher and many other responsibilities. In more than two occasions with pressure coming
from all sorts of areas, | am at the brink of calling a quit. By the grace of God with His sustaining
power, it is truly good news that | am able to graduate in one piece with flying colors.

| have a simple and naive reason to go to CESNA: to know and understand the Bible
completely. | accepted Christ when | was 11 years old and has been a Christian since. Even though
| listen to many sermons and attend many Bible studies, | still feel inadequate and don't have the
good grasp of the Bible. Since our pastor, Dr. Timothy Lin is the president of CESNA and there is
no better place to study the Bible than the seminary; so the choice is obvious and clear-cut. My
mindset is quite simple: if | know nothing about Internet and computer, | take a class than | know
how to surf the web. If | don’t understand the Bible, | go to Bible school to study than | should
understand the Bible completely. Interesting enough, | took 28 courses with 87 credits so far; |
still don’t understand the Bible completely. Even though | finish my last course with 3 more credits,
the outcome is probably the same. Obviously, there is noting wrong with the seminary curriculum,
it is my naive and unrealistic expectation for being a seminary student. True to the matter is that
study in CESNA shows me the way to understand the Bible base on it’s cultural, social-economical
background along with it's genre and linguistic style. Seminary study allows me to discover the
truth of the Bible without the contamination from human interpretation and ideation. Of course,
Seminary study leads me to our Lord and to know Him as the giver of abundant life, direction and
guidance. Such rewards are enormous and eternal; for sure it outweighed those years of toil and
strive in front of the textbooks and library.

There is a Chinese saying that “one tree cannot make a forest”. My blessed journey in
CESNA wouldn't be possible without our beloved teachers and supporting staffs in the office.
What a privilege and honor being taught by 15 teachers and each one has his/her own expertise in
their field of study.But more importantly, their life examples of dedication to love God and love your
neighbor as yourself demonstrated the true meaning of ‘example is better than precept”. Personally,
| appreciate their love and care to the students almost close to “spoiling” them and their leniency
in project and deadline would probably bring criticism to our institution. It is true that CESNA is
an American institution accredited by the Association of Theological Schools, but it’s core essence
of Chinese tradition with parents’ type of caring out shine the American value. A word of thanks to
the supporting staff in the office. Thank you for diligent work and work about and beyond your job
description. Thank you for the forbearance and suffer with us to plan our curriculum.

In particular, | want to express a debt of gratitude and appreciation to my family members. To
my beloved wife, CeCe, thank you for your selfless support and encouragement throughout these
years.To my children, Charlotte, Claudia and Joshua, may God bless you all with His grace and mercy
to supplement my absent for those years of study.| finished one chapter of my life with lots of books
and study. My hope and wishes is that we, as a family have the privilege and honor to worship Him
together, to serve Him together and have many chapters of our lives being written up by our Lord
Jesus as His servants and family members.

Seminary study allows
me to discover the truth
of the Bible without the
contamination from
human interpretation
and ideation. Of course,
Seminary study leads
me to our Lord and to
know Him as the giver
of abundant life, direc-
tion and guidance.
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hen | was considering to study theology in winter 2014, my prayer was to experience God
through studying bible. Even though | have been a Christian since | was 16, | still yearn

to get closer to Him in our spiritual relationship. | am eager to get to know Him more.
And | want to grow more like Christ. Among a few options, including a nearby large seminary, the
Southeastern Baptist Seminary, | selected CESNA, after consideration and prayer. | selected CESNA.
“If I study at CESNA, | can learn from the Chinese professors there, their bible knowledge, and
ministry experiences.“And | started my Master of Theological Studies (MTS) program in fall, 2015.

To reflect on the past few year studies, | have to say, It is so amazing, totally God’s grace that | can
complete the program and finish it in four years." Every quarter, | usually took a face-to-face class in
Durham near my residence, taught by the professors who flew from California.Also, | would attend a
distance class through internet. Meanwhile, | continue my full-time work and service in my church.
For the whole time of study, | was a deacon at my church and serve in Cantonese ministry. It was
not easy,and | experienced a lot of challenges, including spiritual struggles. | admit that, there was
a time when | felt discouraged and was not sure if | should continue the program. But, every time,
when | was down, God would pick me up gently with love, encourages me.And | continue.

It is a strength of our seminary that professors are from a diverse background, Taiwan, Hong Kong
and Mainland China.| learn different things from them. For example, through Contemporary Chinese
Thoughts and Trend, | learned from Prof. Lee Ling about current Chinese thoughts. Theology
Methods is an important beginning class, | benefited a lot from Prof Raymond Hsu for writing
my research papers. Later, | traced the Christian thoughts with Prof. Xie Wen Yu in his classes, The
Theology of Augustine and Lutheran and Calvinist Theology. He is good at explaining complicated
and difficult Christian thoughts and philosophies.

Pastor Tsui Sze Kai's class on Christian Ethics was impressive. God opened my eyes to learn about
different ethics models, which enable me to make judgements in ethical dilemmas. One of my
electives was Homiletics, | learned how to preach with Prof. Lowe who also shared his pastoral and
preaching experiences. | pray that God would use me to benefit His Kingdom through speaking. |
heard that Prof. Leung, our Seminary President is a demanding instructor and an Old Testament
scholar.And | asked myself,"Am | ready to take her class?” | tried to delay taking her class, until | felt
like | was ready. Through her classes, The Old Testament Theology and The Pentateuch, | admire a
lot her theology method and bible interpretation.Now, | am not as | was afraid of the Old Testament
before | took her classes. Finally, | am interested in spiritual formation. When | took the class, Self-
Understanding and Whole Person Development from Prof. Meng, it was a good opportunity for me
to reflect on my whole person and the relationship with God.

Now, | am taking a practicum as an elective with Pastor Job Lee, our interim senior pastor. | expect
that | can learn from him and grow spiritually.As | am graduating, | am thankful to God, my family,
CESNA and all professors. Without my wife’s support, | cannot achieve with God’s grace. Up to now,
| still perceive my vocational calling as teaching counseling at my university. But | am open to God
for His calling. In fall of 2018, | took a week from my busy teaching and | went to share at a Christian
retreat in Asia. | saw that the need for God’s love and evangelism is huge there. | pray that God will
continue to use me in this or other way.

| experienced a lot of
challenges, including
spiritual struggles. |
admit that, there was a
time when | felt discour-
aged and was not sure
if | should continue the
program. But, every time,
when | was down, God
would pick me up gently
with love, encourages
me. And | continue.
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