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God's Merciful

Compassion Guided my Pilgrimage

l t has been a strenuous journey for me, ever
since the onset of taking up the curriculum of
Master of Christian Study at China Evangelical
Seminary North America (CESNA), which
started in the academic quarter of Winter,
2013. And | am honestly shouting out from my
heart and soul: “Hallelujah! Thanks and praises
to the Lord that I've come to this finishing line
eventually; and | will have my graduation at the
end of June! Hallelujah!!”

It all began with some innocent and pure
thoughts in 2012. At that time, | had joined
Princeton Christian Church (PCC, located on
Cherry Valley Road, Princeton, New Jersey)
for a couple of years, | had taught the Children
Sunday School for 4th and 5th graders, helped
organize the Vacation Bible Schools and
also taught the VBS classes in the su
of 2009 through 2012, in ad

| anticipate to be trimmed by God,
the Father, during the journey of
life to be more Christlike and bear
more fruits. Or else, | will be cut
off from the Lord God, like the
branch that does not bear fruit.

Surely, | have always had an insatiable
desire for learning God’s word. However, in the
preceding years before joining PCC, the church
| participated, Newark Christian Fellowship,
pertained to the type of Watchman Nee’s Local
Church ({RAFZRIM T EA). This type of
church had very distinctive features, e.g., they
did not believe going to seminaries to study
the Bible is important and critical, they did
not employ ordained clergies, only preachers,
they emphasized the sisters at church to be
obedient, and to cover their heads with veils,
they practiced the breaking-bread (Holy
Communion) every week. (Other churches,
either Chinese or American, normally have
Holy Communion once a month.)

They quoted 1 Corinthians 8:1; “Now

~concerning food offered to idols: we know that

lll of us possess knowledge. This ‘knowledge’
uffs. up,.but love builds up.”




By taking it out of the context of the
above passage, they discredited the values
of studying theology at seminaries. Therefore,
none of the brothers there had ever thought of
attending seminaries. And the Local Church
would not encourage any brothers to do so; let
alone any sisters.

As a matter of fact, in 2002, | intended
to apply for the admission to a free online
seminary The Academy of Christ, which is
presided over by Elder Peter Liu. | could not
gather signatures from the prominent brothers
of my Local Church, (which was required
for admission) for they quoted 1 Timothy
2:11-12; “Let a woman learn quietly with all
submissiveness. | do not permit a woman
to teach or to exercise authority over a man;
rather, she is to remain quiet.” As a result, my
attempt for going to The Academy of Christ
went futile.

Nevertheless, for me, God in His merciful
compassion, had His very fascinating way of
guiding me on my pilgrimage. In 2006, | had to
move to central New Jersey for job relocation.
[t was about a distance of an hour’s drive,
southbound from my original church located
in Newark. | still drove there every Sunday for
my beloved children at my Children’s Sunday
School for three years, until they (eleven of
them) all received baptism on August 19, 2007,
and moved up to the middle school. Afterward,
| sought for a new church in the vicinity of my
residence. Thus, | found PCC and started
worshiping and serving the Lord there in 2008.

Things were quite different here at PCC,
the Senior Pastor at the time was Rev. Philip
Liu . He adamantly encouraged brothers
and sisters for studying at seminaries. He
has acquired a theology degree in Master of
Divinity. And there were three part-time seminary
students, studying at CESNA. Two of them were
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brothers ZIFE4 and #HEE. | enjoyed great
friendships with both of them, in addition to
pleasures in learning from them. Years later
they were ordained as pastors in Pennsylvania
and Massachusetts, respectively.

| was strongly encouraged for applying
for CESNA, and promptly obtained their
recommendation letters. In such blissful
circumstances, | joyfully started the program in
Master Christian Study. That was 2013, twenty-
six years after my conversion to Christianity in
February 1987.

Working full-time while working in a
demanding career, | could only do part-time
study. Thank God for the precious chances
that CESNA offered to hold classes at PCC
in those years. There is no such grace now
under the current church ministry after Rev.
Liu retired.

This testimony highlights the most
valuable biblical knowledge and cherished
experiences in the past ten long years of my
studying at CESNA.

The first course “The Holy Spirit” shed
great lights on the essence of the third person
of the Trinity God. | gained a very intimate sense
of practical, realistic, and personal interaction
with Him. From the time on, the Holy Spirit has
become the life partner in my celibacy.

Here is a blunt and to-the-point comment,
at the end of this testimony. The library at
CESNA rarely prepared sufficient copies of
course textbooks for us, neither hard copies
nor e-copies. Other than that, the ten years
at CESNA have been a beautiful gem in my
memories, yet with a speck of flaws. May
gracious God continue to bless CESNA,
Amen! %
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With his word, God calls and
builds up people to serve Him

With his word, God calls and builds up people
to serve him.

" am the true vine, and my Father is the
vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit
he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes, that it may bear more fruit." John 15:1-2 (ESV)

Praise God for the opportunity to study at the
China Evangelical Seminary North America (CESNA).
Despite taking a long time to study off-campus as a
part-time student, | experienced the guidance and
provision of God throughout my studies to apply the
word of God in my life.

In the faII of 2015, God openedthe door for

| anticipate to be trimmed by God,
the Father, during the journey of
life to be more Christlike and bear
more fruits. Or else, | will be cut off
from the Lord God, like the branch
that does not bear fruit.

Study at first, with the hopes of getting equipped to
share the word of God clearly and correctly with others.
Nevertheless, God opened my spiritual eyes and my
mind to perceive the message of Jesus' teaching in
the parable of the true vine and the branches. Jesus,
who is God and the source of life, referred to Himself
as the true vine that sustains the life of His followers,
every branch, and makes them bear fruit. Like a plant,
its root draws water from the ground and delivers it to
the branches; the word that Jesus taught, is the main
food for His followers to maintain their spiritual life and
to bear testimony of being people of God.

As afollower of Christ Jesus, | pursue to grow and
be able to yield fruit of truth in my life; and | anticipate
to be trimmed by God, the Father, during the journey of

. life to be more Christlike and bear more fruits. Or else,

II be cut off from the Lord God, like the branch that




does not bear fruit.

Gradually, | understood that studying at the
seminary is not only getting the knowledge of God but
holistic training for me to become a servant of God. It
was a process of learning the truth of God, drawing
closer to Jesus while allowing the word of God to take
effect in my life.

God teaches for | do not know

During my studies, God taught me how to
develop a closer relationship with Him through abiding
by his word. Seeking the word of God is fundamental
for building a fruit-bearing life. For man cannot discern
right from wrong without knowing the truth of God,
which has been revealed to the world through Jesus
Christ. Just as the apostle Paul illustrated in the letter
to Timothy, "All scripture is breathed out by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may
be complete, equipped for every good work." (2 Timothy
3:16-17 AMP) Therefore, learning without letting the
word of God drive in one's life is vain. One who keeps
talking but cannot walk the talk is just giving lip service.

God gives for what | lack

The word of God is the spiritual food for the
people of God and is essential for those who keep a
good relationship with God. As the psalmist wrote "One
should have stored up the word of God in heart so as
not to sin against the Lord." (Psalm 119:11) However,
man's ability to understand is limited; thus, one will
need wisdom from above and the help of the Holy Spirit
while studying the word of God. Learning the word of
God without truly understanding does not bring forth
any life improvement. That's why there will be some
branches of the vine that can bear fruit and some that
can not. Without God's intervention in meeting my
needs, | would not be able to stay closely with Him and
His teaching; Ultimately, | would be unable to complete
my studies while serving in the field abroad. Jesus
taught-us that no one can live nor be able to bear fruit
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except abiding in Him. Complacency is not pleasing to
God; on the contrary, | learned that asking humbly and
relying on God's supply wholeheartedly would lead one
to know and walk in the way of God fruitfully.

God molds me for what | can be

Thanks to the Spirit of God who reminds,
reprimands and corrects me throughout the training
and serving in the field. It s like Jesus' teaching of "God
the Father who prunes the fruit-bearing branch so that
it may bear more fruit." Jesus taught His followers, that
one needs to deny oneself to follow Him and bear the
cross. | learned that workers of God are not perfect but
need to be trimmed and modified to be a God-pleasing
vessel.

Humility is an attribute that is hard to perform.
It had been a challenge for me to adjust to the cultural
differences at the beginning of serving in a cross-
cultural environment. Thanks for the word of God
reminding me about the humility of Jesus Christ, God
the Son who submitted to the Will of God the Father
humbly. Jesus obeyed completely and took the form of
a slave, coming in human likeness to the point of death
on the cross to accomplish the salvation plan of God.

Nothing is comparable to the suffering and the
price of the life of Jesus.

Thanks to God for the circumstances in which |
could better see my weaknesses and be molded and
refined to become a usable servant to the Lord. Only
those who are willing to receive and live out the word of
God can yield the fruit of the truth of God. As for one
who insists on living according to the old self, bear no
fruit but be eventually cut off indeed.

Thanks to God for calling me to serve Him and
leading me to get training at the CESNA. Thanks to
all the professors at the seminary who have taught
and demonstrated the examples of God's servants
throughout my studies. Glory be to the Lord God.

A servant of God %
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The integrating learning and
spiritual formation

s | have been reflecting on my journey

through China Evangelical Seminary North
America (CESNA), | am filled with a profound
sense of gratitude for the transformative
experiences and profound insights gained
over the past five years. When | embarked on
this educational endeavor half a decade ago,
| must confess, that | harbored doubts and
uncertainties about my ability to persevere
through the challenges that lay ahead. Yet, as
| stand on the verge of graduation today, those
doubts have been replaced by a deep sense of
thanksgiving.

First and foremost, | must offer pra|se and
gratitude to the Lord Almighty f r His
grace nd steady: guidance tr

~.mentorship, every aspect of my educational

As students, we have been challenged
to approach our studies with a spirit
of intellectual curiosity and critical
inquiry all the while practicing spiritual
disciplines to transform our lives.

presence and divine intervention that | have
been able to navigate the twists and turns of
this journey, emerging stronger, wiser, and more
rooted in my faith than ever before. (Highlighted
for Samme)

| am also deeply indebted to the faculty
and staff of CESNA, whose wisdom, dedication,
and unwavering support have been instrumental
in shaping my academic and spiritual growth.
Their commitment to excellence in education,
and their genuine passion for nurturing the next
generation of Christian leaders, have left an
indelible mark on my life and ministry. From the
insightful lectures to the engaging discussions,
from the rigorous coursework to the invaluable




the presence and expertise of these esteemed
educators.

At CESNA, our educational journey has
transcended the confines of the classroom,
extending into every aspect of our lives and
ministries. Through rigorous academic study
and deep theological reflection, we have delved
deep into the Scriptures, to uncover hidden
truths, and wrestle with profound theological
questions. But beyond the intellectual pursuit
of knowledge, we have also been challenged to
apply that knowledge to practice, both within the
seminary and beyond.

Yet, the most profound aspect of
my experience at CESNA has been the
relationships forged within these years. From
the lifelong friendships formed with classmates
to the invaluable mentorship received from
professors, staff, and the Pastor Care
Project, every interaction has been a source
of encouragement, inspiration, and growth.
Together, we have prayed, studied, laughed,
and cried, supporting one another through the
trials and triumphs of our academic journey.

As | look back on my time at CESNA, |
am struck by the profound impact that the
seminary's approach to theological education
has had on my life and ministry. By bridging
the gap between theory and praxis, CESNA
has equipped me with the tools, knowledge,
and spiritual insight needed to navigate the
complexities of pastoral ministry in the modern
world. The teachings of CESNA not only have
challenged me intellectually; but inspired me to
live out my faith in tangible ways, both within the
church and in the broader community.

One of the most remarkable aspects of
CESNA's educational approach is its emphasis
on the integration of learning and spiritual
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formation. While many academic institutions
prioritize the acquisition of knowledge for its
own sake, CESNA recognizes the inherent
connection between faith and life. As students,
we have been challenged to approach our
studies with a spirit of intellectual curiosity and
critical inquiry all the while practicing spiritual
disciplines to transform our lives.

The professors at CESNA are not just
teachers, they are mentors, guides, and spiritual
leaders. They possess a wealth of knowledge
and experience, which they generously share
with their students both inside and outside the
classroom. Through their mentorship, they
have challenged us to think deeply about the
theological implications of our beliefs and to
consider how those beliefs shape our actions
and attitudes toward others.

One of the most memorable aspects of
my time at CESNA has been the opportunity
to engage in meaningful conversations with my
professors and spiritual directors. Whether in
the classroom, or via Zoom, these discussions
have been intellectually stimulating, spiritually
enriching, and personally transformative. They
have challenged me to think critically about my
beliefs and assumptions and consider how | may
live out my faith in both authentic and impactful.

As | prepare to embark on the next chapter
of my journey, | do so with a profound sense
of gratitude for the transformative experiences
and profound insights gained during my time at
CESNA. May all God's servants carry forward
the lessons learned from here and continue to
be faithful stewards of the knowledge, wisdom,
and grace bestowed upon us. May the impact of
CESNA's teachings continue to ripple outwards,
shaping the lives and ministries of countless
individuals for generations to come. %
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